CREATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT:  
WRITE AN IMAGINARY STORY 
 
Length: 550 wds 
CREATIVE ESSAY 1.
Format: 12-point, Times New Roman font, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, page numbers 
 
Please choose ONE of the following topics: 
 
1. Write your own fable. Rules: non-human characters representing more abstract ideals interact to teach a moral lesson. Write the lesson in bold at the end. 
 
2. Write your own parable. Rules: human character/s representing abstract ideals interact with each other or the environment in order to teach a moral/spiritual lesson. Poetic language  
 
3. Write a bugs bunny type satire or send-up of either the fable or parable form playing with the rules of the form. It might help to contrast how a fable or parable tells us how the world should be versus how it really is. 
 
4. Write a children’s stories that works with imaginary characters—symbolic or metaphorical—to teach a moral lesson, or that teaches kids how silly moral lessons are. It might help to try your story or poem out on a kid! 
 
 
Rubric: What I’m Looking for When I Grade 
 
1. Overall structure: Is the writing focused from beginning to end or does it wander off in places? Does the opening draw me in? DAre individual oes the final lines leave an impression? paragraphs too long or short? Is each paragraph focused? 
 
2. Detailed description within paragraphs: is the writing specific? Does the writer miss opportunities to make characters and scenes more vivid and lively by adding sensory detail? Focus on the five senses. Try not to be generic, vague, general. Practice writing with colour and flair. 
 
3. Action: is there a plot? Does the action carry us along? Are the transitions between paragraphs handled with ease? 
 
4. Creativity: I am looking for the extra ‘umph’ here, the pizzaz, whether you are having fun with the assignment or just going through the motions. Is the writer trying for metaphors and symbols? Does the writer have a distinctive voice? Is the intellectual and creative risk-taking? 
 
5. Grammar and punctuation: here I am looking at the mechanics, the care taken with presentation. The editing and proofreading. You can have written the most jazzy story in the world but if it isn’t polished, it won’t be good, or as good as it could be. 

